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Introduction 

The first EU-China Interparliamentary Meeting since the latest sitting of the National 

People’s Congress (NPC) was brisk and positive in tone.  European Parliament Members gave 

clear messages on such issues as human rights, data privacy, and cybersecurity, among others. 

The new ad interim Chinese Co-Chair suggested further strengthening EU-China IPM ties by 

including site visits, more exchanges on planned legislation, and considering future changes 

of format, which suggestions were generally well received and will merit further 

consideration. 

Summary account of meetings 

1.  ‘Two Sessions’ and Political Climate 

European Parliament Members outlined the European political climate, highlighting 

achievements of the present legislative term.  They also promoted the importance of EU-

China contacts on relevant issues -- a ‘One Europe’ policy -- as opposed to selective bilateral 

relationships with individual Member States. 

The presence of the Chinese Communist Party, Chairman Xi, and the military in the media 

and more generally is ever greater since the conclusion of the recent 'two sessions'.  

Distinctions between state and party in administration are being erased. This signals a new era 

for policy-making as well as for politics and business, with clear challenges as compared to 

the previous decade. 

The NPC describes the recent wide-ranging legal and administrative changes across ministries 

and administrative organs as aiming 'to satisfy the people’s legitimate needs' – an important 

pillar of Xi Jinping Thought now embodied in the constitution.  This includes developments 

such as a new Ministry of Ecological Environment, as well as less prominent changes such as 

the role of lower courts being modified:  no longer are they to review applications (which 

used to be a significant barrier to citizens seeking redress), but simply to register and receive 

them, with decision on the merits for a later stage. 

The newly established Supervisory Commission extends Communist Party supervision to all 

state employees and seems therefore to undermine more than two decades of progress in 

developing the rule of law, particularly in criminal cases.  The new body both supervises the 

NPC and reports to it. 

2.  EU-China cooperation 

Possibilities for future EU-China cooperation were discussed, including mutual interests in 

global peace and security and in maintaining the rules-based international order. There is wide 

scope for technological cooperation, notably in 'ecological civilisation' and preservation of the 

environment, an area increasingly emphasised in China. 

 

The NPC delegates also elaborated on the reorganisation of China's development work into 

one new agency: this may be an area with new and greater scope for cooperation or 

collaboration. 

3.  Economic environment and market access 

Both sides agreed on the vital need for the world trade system to continue to be rules-based 
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and not protectionist.  This was of particular concern to the NPC in light of recent USA 

moves. 

Whilst European delegates agreed that the European Union has no wish to see a trade war, 

much US criticism -- such as on industrial policy or intellectual property -- is justified.  It is 

also essential to resolve over-capacity and market access issues.  Despite the many recent 

official references to increased 'opening up' and market access, events of the last two years do 

not so far greatly substantiate the hopeful language.  China clearly positions itself as a global 

leader in a number of key technologies and sectors in a relatively short time frame, with 

focused policy measures aimed at ensuring its researchers and businesses attain this goal. 

It will be of great importance for Europe in assessing the policy pronouncements of the Two 

Sessions to see whether, how and when, promises of greater market openness materialise to 

the benefit of European businesses and not only to Chinese market leaders.  Similarly, the 

opportunities presented by the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) seem large in theory but small 

in practice.   The achievement of genuine reciprocity in trade and investment will be difficult 

but of utmost importance.   

4.  Security 

The Belt and Road Initiative continues to be presented as a consumer-facing exercise, but 

appears expansionist and as likely to cause security concerns as to resolve them.  Although 

China does not possess great traditional war experience, it seems to be taking the USA as a 

global reference point in its future security approach.   

5.  Human Rights 

Human rights continue to be of significant concern.  A case in point is that of Mme LIU Xia, 

widow of Nobel Prize laureate LIU Xiaobo, who has been convicted of no offence and yet is 

not free to leave; this is not in accord with pronouncements about the rule of law or with 

universal human rights values. The National People’s Congress response outlined China’s 

modern history in relations with the West, whilst not responding to cases raised.  The 

importance of raising these issues was agreed, but this should not disturb the overall direction 

of bilateral relations. 

Freedom of information and expression, as well as minority and religious freedoms, present 

ever-greater concerns. Journalists face ongoing difficulties with annual visa renewals, 

physical harassment, and harassment of local staff.  The situation in Xinjiang province is 

particularly worrying, where it is virtually impossible to perform normal reporting and where 

a large number of people are now believed to be interned. 

There is shrinking space for civil society:  domestic non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

are now effectively cut off from funds from foreign governments, whilst the situation of 

foreign NGOs varies. Those organisations which may provide services as ‘outsourcing’ from 

the government are tolerated, but not those engaging in advocacy or policy support. 

6.  Case study: cybersecurity and the digital world 

Digital law, business and practice were the subject of several meetings, with Chinese 

ministries and administration, as well as with representatives of European Union Member 

States. 
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The recent plethora of Chinese legislation phrased in 'security' terms (notably cybersecurity) 

is presented as necessary to protect its citizens and businesses, thereby also legitimising 

greater Party control.  These provisions are also claimed to 'improve the rule of law.’  

Ministry and business interlocutors were concerned about and interested in the consequences 

of the entry into force of the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) for Chinese 

businesses in or doing business with the EU.  Conversely European Members enquired about 

the effect on European businesses of Chinese legal provisions, notably the obligation to store 

‘cloud’ data in China. 

To European eyes, much Chinese legislation seems disconcertingly vague and much will 

depend on detailed implementing regulations, for the most part not yet available.  There 

seems to be little appetite or awareness among Chinese Internet users regarding the sort of 

privacy concerns which often motivate European users. 

The Delegation paid a one-day visit to Hangzhou, often termed China’s ‘Silicon Valley’, 

including an entrepreneurial incubator site called 'Dream Town', for multinational young 

start-ups, and to Alibaba, headquartered there.  The Zhejiang Provincial People’s Congress 

outlined the types of incentives available to new businesses and the increasingly elaborate and 

pleasant built environment made available to them, developed largely on the back of taxes 

paid by Alibaba and other successful large firms. 

Follow-up 

The Delegation’s observations should usefully inform the ongoing work of the Parliament, 

particularly in such areas as scrutiny of any eventual agreement on investment or trade, 

preparation of the draft China report, and legislation in areas such as the digital economy.  

They should be shared with committees authorised to travel to China in the near future, 

including the Committees on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON), Environment, Public 

Health and Food Safety (ENVI), Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO), and 

Transport and Tourism (TRAN). 

They may also be useful in preparing European Parliament participation in meetings such as 

the EU-China Human Rights Dialogue and in preparation of eventual future resolutions, 

particularly with respect to such cases as mentioned here.  

Conclusions 

The main shared EU-China concern at present is the preservation and effectiveness of the 

rules-based international order.  Opportunities for cooperation in the areas of climate change 

and development should buttress efforts in that direction, being based on established 

international frameworks and institutions. 

It would be beneficial to EU citizens and businesses to gain a clearer understanding of 

Chinese legislative developments and to the Chinese administration to better understand EU 

governance and law-making.  Efforts at broadening and deepening communication to this end 

should be further pursued, through the IPM mechanism and other channels as possible and 

appropriate. 

Serious disagreement on human rights values and approaches remains and has yet to be 

satisfactorily addressed. 
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FINAL PROGRAMME 
 

Sunday, 6 May 2018  Beijing 

  
    all day Individual arrival of MEPs to Beijing Capital International Airport, transfer to 

hotel and check in 
 
 

 Monday, 7 May 2018  Beijing 

 
   Morning Individual arrival of MEPs  

*** BEGINNING OF PROGRAMME *** 
 

     14:10 Departure to the EU Delegation  
  15 Dongzhimenwai Daijie, Sanlitun, Chaoyang District, 100600 Beijing,  
 
14.30-15.30 Briefing by the EU Ambassador, Mr Hans-Dietmar Schweisgut 

15.30-16.30 Meeting with civil society organisations 
   

16.45-17.45 Meeting with media representatives   

17.45-18.45 Meeting with the EU Chamber of Commerce in China   

19.30-21.30 Working dinner with representatives from EU Embassies 
   

Tuesday, 8 May 2018  Beijing/Hangzhou 
 

    07.30 Hotel check-out (luggage to be collected by NPC in the afternoon) 

    08.30 Transfer to the Great Hall of the People (South Side) 

09.00-12.00 41st EU-China Interparliamentary Meeting  

12.00-13.30 Working lunch hosted by Mr Cao Jianming, Vice-Chairperson of the NPC 
Standing Committee  
  Great Hall of the People 
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14.30-15.00 Meeting with Cyberspace Administration of China  
  Mr. Zhao Zeliang, Chief Engineer and Director General 
 Venue: No. 11 Chegongzhuang St  

15.45-16.30 Meeting with the Ministry of Industry & Information Technology 
  Mr. Luo Wen, Vice Minister 
 Venue: No. 13 West Chang’an St 

17.00-18.00 Meeting with Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Mr Chen Xu, Director General of the European Department 
 Venue: No. 2 Chaoyangmen Nan St  

     18.00 Transfer to the Beijing Capital International Airport, Terminal 3 

21.20-23.30 Flight to Hangzhou   (CA1714 - Air China)  
 
23.30-00.30 Arrival and check in at Hotel  
   

Wednesday, 9 May 2018  Hangzhou 
 

     09.00 Transfer to the People’s Congress of Zhejiang Province 

     10.00 Visit Dream Town  
 Meeting with e-commerce and other digital entrepreneurs  

     12.00 Meeting with Vice-Chairperson of Zhejiang Provincial People’s Congress 
Zhejiang Provincial People’s Congress 

 Followed by working lunch 

     15.30 Site visit to Alibaba Group 

*** END OF THE PROGRAMME *** 


